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Learning from the Extremes
Learning from the Extremes aims at addressing inequalities of access to digital education by enhancing inclu-
sion and by reducing the digital gap suffered by school communities from remote areas with low connectivity, 
limited or no access to devices and digital educational tools and content. It aims to offer a vision of what can be 
achieved with adequate investment in ICT infrastructure, tools and content, along with a detailed Rural School 
Innovation Roadmap on how to achieve that vision – a plan with clear targets, clear priorities, and a manage-

ment process that will ensure continuous feedback and reflection. Learning from the Extremes adopts a multidimensional 
approach to thinking about and planning for the future of technology enhanced rural school education.
 learningfromtheextremes.ea.gr

Schools As Living Labs
Schools As Living Labs (SALL) proposes a new approach based on the open innovation method of Liv-
ing Labs as a way to make STEM education -and the whole of school education more generally- more 
relevant and inclusive. Building on the concept of open schooling, SALL empowers schools to become 
agents of community well-being by creating local partnerships to address issues of relevance to all 
participants. Students learn through co-creating innovative solutions to real-life problems they choose 

to address, in collaboration with societal actors. schoolsaslivinglabs.eu

Playing with Protons
Playing with Protons is a CERN-born STEAM initiative aiming at equipping primary teachers with the 
competences, tools and resources to engage 9-12 year old students with cutting-edge science and in-
novation in large-research infrastructures in physics and beyond. Playing with Protons achieves this 
aim by offering teachers continuous professional development opportunities at CERN, facilitating ac-

cess to communities of practice, and supporting local implementation of inspiring school science projects especially in re-
mote and rural areas across Europe. Responding to the recent COVID-19 pandemic, the initiative has been extended under the 
name Playing with Protons Goes Digital to empower the digital competences of teachers by enriching their everyday practice 
with an open schooling methodology and an integrated Augmented Reality platform that will help them co-create and share 
digital STEAM resources inspired by big ideas of science that speak to the new habits, interests and needs of Gen Z learners.
 playingwithprotons.infn.it

Students as Digital Storytellers: a STEAM approach to Space Exploration
DiSTARS aims to test a synchronised integration of Art and STEM in the primary curriculum, simulating 
the ways in which subjects naturally connect in the real world. Combining scientific inquiry with artistic 
expression (e.g. visual and performing arts), storytelling, and by using a storytelling platform along 
with AR and VR technology, the project aims to capture the imagination of young students and provide 

them with one of their early opportunities for digital creative expression. In spite of the strong gendering of interest in sci-
ence, research has indicated that the “The possibility of life outside Earth” seems to be equally interesting for girls and boys. 
Students who will be involved in the project will work collaboratively in groups to express their visions for the future of Space 
Exploration. Each group of students will create a digital story in the form of an e-book (in a 2D or 3D environment) showing 
how they imagine a visit to any planet or moon in our solar sytem, the trip, the arrival, the buildings on the planet, the life of 
humans there.  distars.eu/

D STARSι



PROGRAMME

Learning from the Extremes Teacher Training Course

 EVENTS 

Learning from the Extremes Teacher Training Course

Open-Air Water Power Museum

The Open-Air Water Power Museum, in Dimitsana, highlights the 
importance of water-power in traditional society. Focusing on the main 
pre-industrial techniques that take advantage of water to produce a 
variety of goods, it links them to the history and daily life of the local 
society over the ages. The Open-Air Water Power Museum has restored 
traditional installations and water-powered mechanisms. The workshops 
are surrounded by thick vegetation and abundant running water, where 
you can go for a walk. Their permanent equipment has been repaired so 
that it is now in working order.

Visit to the Acropolis Museum and the Acropolis

The New Acropolis Museum under 
the Acropolis of Athens “came to life” 
when at 2000, the Organization for 
the Construction of the New Acropolis 
Museum announced an invitation to a 
new tender, which came to fruition with 
the awarding of the design tender to 
Bernard Tschumi with Michael Photiadis 
and their associates and the completion 
of construction in 2007.

The greatest and finest sanctuary of ancient Athens, dedicated to the goddess Athena, dominates the centre of Athens from the rocky 
crag of the Acropolis. The most celebrated myths; religious festivals; earliest cults are all connected to this sacred precinct. These unique 
masterpieces of ancient architecture combine different orders and styles of Classical art in a most innovative manner and have influenced 
art and culture for many centuries.

Vytina Dimitsana 

Vytina is a mountain village 
and a former municipality in 
Arcadia, Peloponnese, Greece. 
It is considered a traditional 
settlement. Since the 2011 local 
government reform it is part of 
the municipality Gortynia, of 
which it is a municipal unit.The 
village is located at the foot of 

the mountain range Mainalo. The area produces marble, a variation 
called the Black of Vytina. 

Dimitsana is a mountain village 
and a former municipality in 
Arcadia, Peloponnese, Greece.  
Dimitsana is built on the ruins of 
the ancient town Teuthis. It has 
been registered as a traditional 
settlement. 
Dimitsana is built on a mountain 
slope at an elevation of 950 

meters. From its southern side a marvelous view of Megalopolis 
plain and Taygetus is provided.

Sunday

13 March 2022

10:00 – 13:00

Visit to the 
Acropolis Museum 
and the Acropolis

Wednesday 

16 March 2022

Visit to Vytina 
and Dimitsana 

Primary Schools – 
STEAM Projects 
in a Rural school 

Environment

Thursday

17 March 2022

10:00 – 12:00

Work on the 
development plan

Sofoklis Sotiriou,
Nikos Zygouritsas

12:00 – 13:00

Following 
the Steps 
of Galileo

Emmanuel Chaniotakis

Friday

18 March 2022

10:00 – 10:30

Developing 
Partnerships and 
common projects
Sofoklis Sotiriou

10:30 – 14:00

Presentation 
of the Participants 

work

Monday 

14 March 2022

10:00 – 10:30

Analyzing 
the Needs and 

Scan the Horizon 
Exercise
School 

Development Plan
Nikos Zygouritsas

10:30 – 11:00

Universal Design 
for Learning
Katerina Riviou

11:00 – 13:00

Rural Schools as 
Living Labs

Pavlos Koulouris, Vassilis 
Liakopoulos

Tuesday 

15 March 2022

10:00 – 10:30

Biomimicry 
in education

Loukas Katikas

10:30 – 12:30

Biomimicry Escape 
Room experience

Eleftheria Tsourlidaki

12:30 – 13:00

Localization of the 
School Innovation 

Roadmap
Sofoklis Sotiriou, 
Nikos Zygouritsas

16:00 – 18:00

Introduction 
to the Course

Keynote Talk: 
Learning 
from the 
Extremes

Sofoklis Sotirou

14:00 – 16:00

Students 
as Digital 

Storytellers: 
a STEAM 
approach 

to Space Exploration
Angelos Lazoudis

14:00 – 16:00

14.00 – 16.00:
Closing talk, 

Exploring funding 
opportunities for my 

school
Sofoklis Sotiriou

Discussion

Visit to Water Power 
Museum of Dimitsana 
(https://www.piop.gr/
el/diktuo-mouseiwn/
Mouseio-Ydrokinisis/

to-mouseio.aspx)

(Late) Lunch at a 
local Tavern

14:00 – 15:00

Virtual Visit to 
the Galileo 

Museum

15.00 – 16.00:

My school as a health 
lab

Katerina Riviou,
Kostas Soutos

14:00 – 14:30

Design of Case 
Studies

Sofoklis Sotiriou,
Nikos Zygouritsas

14:30 – 16:00

Playing with Protons 
Introductory 

workshop
Angelos Alexopoulos

Lunch


